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It is, however, enough for us to know that the one
and true God of the Aryans created this world
and sustains it It is He who makes people happy
and it is only He who protects them against aU
hann. On the whole He is very kind, and the
friend of man- The Aryans believed that there
could be direct communication between God
and man and that God could be propitiated
through sacrifices, rituals, prayers, and the chant-
ing of mantras.
These Aryans were in general a happy people
and did not look upon this world as a place of
woe and this life as something evil. They wanted
to live a hundred years, enjoying the company
of their sons and grandsons, and possessing
wealth in the form of gold and cattle, They
believed that the soul is immortal and thought
that man is born again and again. These people
had high moral standards. They believed in
goodness, in troth, in forbearance, and in kindli-
ness. They aajoycd also a high degree of material
comfort. It has been said, " There was plenty
and luxury. Gold, ornaments, and fine robes were
in plenty. Music, dancing, and other arts had
attained a high degree of perfection/9
Every man's fife was divided into four stages,
namely: Brahmaeharyya, the student life; Gar-
hasthya, the householder's life; Banprastba, the
fife of a recluse in the forest; and Sannyasa, the
Hie erf a mendicant or of one who has grren up